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Infection Control
Due to the current situation regarding COVID-19 the following policy changes will be adhered to:
Personal Hygiene
· Children and staff will wash their hands at regular intervals throughout the session in addition to: on arrival; before and after eating; after using the toilet; when moving between rooms, inside and outside.
· Children should be encouraged to avoid touching their face by distracting them and encouraging them to keep their hands busy.
· Staff will use their own cutlery and cups for the time being.
· Children will be discouraged from bringing anything extra from home with them. Their bag with spare clothes etc should remain in the setting unless it needs replenished.
· Parent/Carers should provide all outdoor clothing for their child. 
· Reinforce messaging regarding handwashing if sneezing or coughing. Bin nose blowing tissues separately. 
· Staff hair tied back where appropriate and clothes changed daily. Children encouraged to also tie hair back.

In the event of a suspected case or an outbreak (staff or child)
We will be implementing very strict procedures with anyone displaying any symptoms of COVID-19. This means that these procedures will be followed if anyone has a temperature, new continuous cough or a loss of (or change in) sense of smell or taste.
· If a child becomes unwell, they should wait in a well-ventilated space accompanied by a member of staff to await their parent/carer.  The undercover outdoor space attached to Nursery will be used for this. It will have limited furniture and resources to allow easier access for thorough cleaning if used.
·  A symptomatic staff member will be sent home, if not well enough to do so alone contact someone from their household to collect them and they will wait in the undercover area. They should follow the guidance as per existing advice.
· PPE (disposable gloves and an apron at the minimum) should be worn for cleaning an area where a person with possible or confirmed coronavirus has been; hands should be washed after PPE is removed. PPE should be double-bagged and placed in the clinical waste bin. Where an area has been heavily contaminated, such as with visible bodily fluids, additional PPE should be worn to cover nose and mouth. 
· All surfaces that the symptomatic person has come into contact with must be cleaned and disinfected using COVID guard, including: objects which are visibly contaminated with body fluid; and all potentially contaminated high-contact areas, e.g. bathrooms, door handles, telephones, bannisters.
· A disposable cloth will be used to clean hard surfaces with warm soapy water before disinfecting using COVID guard .
· Any items that are heavily contaminated with bodily fluids and cannot be cleaned by washing should be disposed of.
· Absences due to suspected or confirmed COVID-19 will be recorded, and the local health protection team will be contacted if there are 2 or more cases (staff or children).
Track and Trace
· If a staff member is contacted by NHS contact tracers they must self-isolate for 14 days but their household doesn’t require to isolate if the staff member is symptom free. If symptoms develop, self-isolate for 10 days from the onset of symptoms and arrange a test. The staff member’s household should begin 14 days isolation from that day too. 
· If the test is negative, the staff member must continue to self-isolate for 14 days from the last date of contact with the case but their household doesn’t. However, if the staff member develops symptoms and is tested again their household should isolate while awaiting results.
· If one of our families is contacted, that child should isolate with their household as per above. 
N.B. Self isolation means you do not leave your house at all. Someone will have to bring food, medicines etc to you.
Cleaning
· Remove play items which present cleaning challenges
· Frequently touched objects and surfaces will be cleaned more regularly with disinfectant (table tops, chairs, doors & door handles, light switches, sinks, toilets, telephones, laptops)
· All toys and equipment will be washed every day between sessions, using the dishwasher where suitable.  
· Soft furnishings, such as throws/blankets on sofa, will be changed between sessions and washed daily. If a child requires a sleep or soft furnishings such as a throw for comfort. This will only be used for an individual child and washed immediately afterwards. 
· Where possible, windows  and doors will be open to ensure natural ventilation
· Staff will not shake dirty laundry 
· Laundry baskets and bags will be cleaned and disinfected regularly  



PPE
· Face masks will be worn by adults, where social distancing between adults is not possible. Hands should be washed before putting the mask on and taking it off. The mask should then be washed at 60ᴼC or disposed of safely.
· Aprons and gloves are subject to single use as per Standard Infection Control Precautions, with disposal and hand hygiene after contact with individual children / young people.
· See PPE procedure. 

Useful resources: government guidance, PPE flowchart and posters
The following resources can be accessed by the links below:
Information/poster about safe use of PPE. Please use the following link for this:
http://www.nipcm.hps.scot.nhs.uk/appendices/appendix-6-best-practice-putting-on-and-removing-ppe/ The following link is more aimed towards H&S colleagues, but might be contain information you find useful  https://aldo.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=1469 
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